In an attempt to find a diagnostic serological test in hepatitis, Havens in 1958 reported the results of his studies using red cells from day-old chicks. He showed that positive haemagglutination tests were found in the sera from 70% of patients in the early stages of viral hepatitis (Havens, 1959 (Havens, , 1960 negative titres which were obtained are shown in Table I . Of the 533 sera tested, 143 (26.8 %) were positive. These positive results were obtained in 49.3% of sera from patients who were within the first four weeks of the attack; in 25.6 % of those from two to six months after the onset; and in 17.2% of sera obtained during the next six months. Positive results were also found in 25 % of the sera which were obtained from one to two years after the onset.
In an attempt to find a diagnostic serological test in hepatitis, Havens in 1958 reported the results of his studies using red cells from day-old chicks. He showed that positive haemagglutination tests were found in the sera from 70% of patients in the early stages of viral hepatitis (Havens, 1959 (Havens, , 1960 . The exact mechanism of this reaction is not known. Turner, Jha, Crowley, and Sherlock (1962) , using the same test, found positive titres in 60% of sera from patients within two weeks of the onset of symptoms of hepatitis. We have used this procedure while investigating an epidemic of infective hepatitis in Bristol; the epidemiological details of this outbreak have been reported elsewhere (Bothwell, Martin, Macara, Skone, and Wofinden, 1963 negative titres which were obtained are shown in Table I . Of the 533 sera tested, 143 (26.8 %) were positive. These positive results were obtained in 49.3% of sera from patients who were within the first four weeks of the attack; in 25.6 % of those from two to six months after the onset; and in 17.2% of sera obtained during the next six months. Positive results were also found in 25 % of the sera which were obtained from one to two years after the onset. (Iber, 1964 Havens' haemagglutination test was performed on 533 sera from patients during an epidemic of infective hepatitis in Bristol, and was repeated in 203 of these cases. Positive tests were found in 49 % of the patients within the first four weeks of the attack, and in a few as long as five years later. Persistent abnormal levels of serum protein were also found; however, the positive haemagglutination tests were not related to these abnormalities. 
